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POSSTRILITIES OF CYBERNETICS IN THE 


RESOLUTION OF LEGAL PROBLEMS 


[Follewing ia the translation of an article by 

WU. De Andreyey and D. A. Eorimov entitled . 

"O youmenhnostyakh kibernetiki pri reshenil 
pravovykh problem (English version above } 
in "Yopresy filogefii" (Preblems in philosophy); 
No.7, 1968, Mescow, pages 406~118. | 


At the present times cybernetic study 
methods, following their ase in natural selences, are 
penotrating inte the realm of humanities. This is witnessed 
VW such a gapidly developing branch of linguistics as 
machine translatione ‘Tn eertain foreign countries the 
sevelopaent: ot the problem of the application of cyberne~ 
ties to the resolution of legal problems haa already been 
attacked. Thas, at the International fonference for Stan 
dards on a cormon language for machine searching and trans~ 


Lation, that took place in the city of Cleveland (USA) in 


September 1950, a report was presented by Prof. lL. B- Allen 
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on a mechanical precedure for detecting and controlling 


syntactic ambiguities in the discourses of both sides in 
a case on trial. The renort attempted te establiah one of the 
possible waya in whieh cybernetie instraumenta could serve 
the needs ef jurisprudence. (he. HE. Allen. “Toward é 
| 


procedure for detecting and eontrelling of syntactic ambi~ 


guity in legal discourse". international conference for 


atandarde on a common language for machine searching and 


translation, Cleveland, Chis, September, 498% , pages G=12). 
Despite the timeliness of this report, in cur opinien it is 
neGeasary te point out the. somewhat limited annuer af the 
posing of the problem and the inadequate link to the prac 
tiesal requivyemenis of jurisprudence. 

tt is ivewit that a nuaber of problems 
avise in Lav that require a considerable expenditure ot 
intellectual coe ane the pepalutean 6: which might be 
sienificantiy speeded up by the use ef highepeed cybernetic 
installations. SUH Aronvene include: a reference informa~ 
tion serviee in the field ef Law; certain probleus of 
ensetment of Legislation, ecdification of laws, stendardi~ 


gation of jindicial practice, the conduct ef decunented 
cviminal investigations and so ferth. 


In the resolution of the numerous prob- 


Lens of enactment of leviskation, eadification, inverpre~ 
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ficient re ‘erence~iniorna tion service. The best and and most 
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complete form of such a service would he @ specialized 
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eyvbernetie machine for Law that could, firstly aceunurate 
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and summarize a virivally unbimited volume of legal infor= 
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matien, coverings not only the-all-unien and the senarate 


ath 


rouublies legislation of our country, but the legigiation — 
other socialist countries, as well as, and to the extent 
necessary, that of capitaliatic countries and international 
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vy, ami, secondly, make any part of the aceumnlatod infor« 
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matien available en dewand. 
In a period of active building of communism, 
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sviet citizens take port in the creation 
and diveuasion of the most jmgortant projeets for legisla~ 
tive action. Im the orecess of the national diseussien ot 
projects Por Legislation ‘tue laboring peaple put forward 
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The conplete and considered consideration of 


all the wishes and preposals put forward hy the labering 
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poople, ee ge may be ensured by the use of cybernetic 


machines. Naturally, the actual cons ideration of such pro- 
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sower, bat all of the preliminary technical work may be 
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orderly aterase of all matters pertaining to tue Giscussion 


of neodected Lesislation, that for one reason oF anothers 
ave not reflected in the new Lawes, hut that could be useful 
in the discussion of other future projects. 

Of ereat importance in the resolution of a 
ecries of problems arising in the course of enactment of 
leyislation is the co ouparati Ve analysia of the content, 
the form and the ¥»: mpmahat ory features of the law, project 
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under eensideretion and the methods and regvlatory features 


apner eo% miries or other biastorical 
as a vule, cemwives much expenditure of time and, beenuse of 


the vastness of the material that aust be analysed, 1% 18 
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used, capable of sorting aut the necessary data fron the 


mane of aceummlated material, for the benefit of the enacting 
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pover. In most cases such a selection will be accomplished 
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along established era iteria, that would be fixed in the 


referenee~infarmation machine. It is possible, however, that 


the enacting power will ret quire new s c 


teria that could vary signifieantiy from one case to the other. 
Por the resolution of such type of problems, 1% will he 
neceseary to agnin tne reference~information machine with 
contre arrangement capable of sccemplishing yaricus combi- 
nations of operations, in addition to the eatablished end 
constantly «a atiliz hea mbyimuie 

Ab the present time, the problem of sai tiwavion 
of soviet legisiation is extr ‘ene ly timely. Codification 


of laws preswpneses tne conduct of a series of preliminary 
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operations on legislative viaterials determination of the 
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Limitations on woeel has passed and has net bean renewed, 
os well as acts which, elthough not formally abolished, 


have ceased to be applicable dane to Later legisiation. 
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